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(Registered Charity No: 289871) 

 

MINUTES OF THE 38th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  20th MAY 2019 

 

Chairman Brian Tranter welcomed those attending, confirming he had had apologies for absence from Akosua 

Ofori and Ron Walker.  He then introduced our guest speaker, Andrew Jenkins, who is Bucks County Council’s 

Waste Promotions Lead Officer, pointing out that with the High Heavens Recycling Centre just up the road, 

this presentation would obviously be of relevance to us. 

 

Andrew started by asking “what is waste” and answering by saying “almost anything”.  The average household 

in Buckinghamshire produces about 1100 kg of waste each year, a figure that has not changed radically over 

many decades, though the make-up has changed considerably.  Back in the 30’s and 40’s it was predominantly 

ash from solid fuel fires, then in the 50’s more consumer articles became available and through the 60’s and 

70’s there was a vast increase in plastic packaging. The Environmental Protection Act 1990 and EU Waste 

Framework Directive require 50% recycling by weight by 2020 and we already exceed this in Bucks. 

 

There is a hierarchical approach to waste – Preventing it from becoming waste in the first place; preparing it for 

re-use (by passing it on to others through E-bay, Freecycle etc); recycling (recovery); other recovery (like 

energy from waste) and finally disposal (landfill).  Current recycling composition by weight is 55% paper and 

card (the most valuable), 22% glass bottles and jars, 13.5% plastic packaging, 3% metal cans and foil and 6% 

assorted others, like clothes and general household waste. Andrew explained the way sophisticated mechanical 

and electronic means were used to separate the different types of waste.  Lasers are used for differentiating 

various types of plastic but find it very difficult with the black plastic because it’s opaque.  Separated waste is 

baled and sold to reprocessing companies.  Garden waste (still collected free in Bucks, unlike some other areas) 

is brought to High Heavens and composted, the process taking 6-8 weeks and the product mostly going for 

agriculture.  Food waste is bulked at High Heavens and sent to Wallingford within 48 hours, where an 

anaerobic digester converts it to compost, again for agriculture, plus methane for power. 

 

Whatever is left, about 300,000 tons a year, used to go to landfill but now is bulked at High Heavens and 

transported to the incinerator at Greatmoor, near Waddesdon, where it is burnt at 850 ֯ C, leaving ash, ceramics 

and metals, which are sorted on site, resulting in inert landfill.  Chimney emissions are carefully cleaned and 

are 99.9% water vapour. 

 

The question of the recently introduced charging for “non-household” waste was addressed by Andrew, saying 

that High Heavens had to make savings of £1.2 million per year and after doing research and receiving 

information from 6000 responders, this was the least worst policy along with the closure of several small sites 

such as Burnham and Bledlow.  He said that these actions were not expected to result in an increase in fly-

tipping locally.  Two thirds of this is down to rogue commercial operators, most of whom don’t respect borders 

and simply find the nearest bit of green space in which to dump.  All reported incidents are investigated and 

there were 700 prosecutions last year.  In fact, you are 16 times more likely to be prosecuted in Bucks than 

elsewhere. 

 

There was a short Q and A session, during which Brian Pearce raised the charging issue and Darren Hayday 

suggested that fly-tipping had increased since 1 April. 

 

Brian thanked Andrew for his most informative talk. 

 

The meeting then turned to the formal business of the AGM.  A suggestion that the minutes of last year’s AGM 

were taken as read was proposed by Sally Jay, seconded by Simon Fraser, and those present agreed by a 

unanimous show of hands that it was a true record. 

 

Phil Stagg, our Treasurer, had prepared and circulated a simple Income and Expenditure summary of the state 

of the Society’s two accounts, showing member subscriptions of £1319 in the last 12 months compared with a 

total expenditure of £815, of which the largest is for the mowing of the common. The closing balance for the 

No. 1 account was £2,932 and for the No. 2 (Fighting Fund) £11,283.  Phil explained that any amount given to 



the Society above the £4 per household subscription was deemed to be a donation to the Fighting Fund hence 

the transfer of £267 between accounts.  Phil asked if there were any questions but there were none.  A request 

for approval of the accounts brought a proposal from Mary Steptoe, seconded by Sally Jay and the assembled 

company approved them by a show of hands with no objectors. 

 

Brian Tranter outlined the practical activities for the year, mentioning the two regular litter collections and the 

grass cutting arranged by Jeff Harvey.  There had been some anti-social acts in and around the woods, including 

the dumping of a burnt-out motor scooter that we had cut up and moved to the wood margins for collection by 

the council.  Very recently a car had been driven quite deep into the wood beyond the triangle and set on fire.  

We did not have the resources to move it ourselves but with Darren Hayday’s help, had liaised with West 

Wycombe Estate and Bucks County Council to organise a co-operative strategy to get it removed.  There had 

also been the odd fire lit by teenagers and a case of spray painting on one of the information boards and on 

some way markers.  Hopefully these were isolated incidents.  Brian thanked all the volunteers who had helped 

with any of the work we had done, especially some children who had assisted at the most recent litter pick and 

another student who had been collecting rubbish regularly in the Limmer Lane area.  We certainly need to 

engage with more young people.  At this point Brian Pearce interjected to thank Rodney Forrest for the mowing 

and trimming work he does regularly up on the common.  

Brian made a plea for more help, either with the physical work in the woods or, especially helping to collect 

subscriptions from local roads as this was now being done by a very small number of people. 

 

Finally came the election of the committee and officers.  This year Sally and Steve Blackman were stepping 

down and Brian thanked them for all the work they had done in the past including Steve’s use of GPS to map 

all the paths in the woods and Sally’s expert use of the brush cutter. Though leaving the committee we 

understand they will continue to volunteer as and when they can.  A small token of our thanks (a bottle) was 

presented to Sally 

 

It was suggested that voting for the committee members and officers was done en-bloc, with a proposal from 

Tim Speechley, seconded by Simon Fraser.  All the existing members who were standing again, plus new 

recruit Sophia Hobbs, were elected by a unanimous show of hands from the floor.  There was then a block vote 

for the Officers of the Society, Chairman (Brian Tranter), Treasurer (Phil Stagg) and Secretary (Tim 

Speechley), and all were re-elected by a show of hands, with no objections.   

 

Brian Pearce said he thought all the committee had done a very good job. 

 

There were no items for Any Other Business, so Brian closed the meeting at 21.15. 


