BOOKER COMMON AND WOODS auGusT 1933
PROTECTION SOCIETY NEwS|ETTER Ng:

(Registered Charity: Mo 280871)

TEE PUBLIC SAFETY & AMENITY WOEKS

The programme fox the protective works on the common
and woodlands ia now completed. The idea emerged from
a fublic Meeting on 23 ppril 1982 when this Society
was [ormed.

The work was carried out by volunteers in atages over

the past 2 yeara, and there waa public consultation

prioz to every stoge.

The programme waz designed for the purpose of:-

1) Preventing wvehiclea from being able to entex the
woodlands and thereby dump rubbish and abandon
wehicles (both costly to recover and damaging to
the flera).

‘i) To contain wehicles to the accepted routea.

) Preventing further encroachment of the commenland,
{Both West Wycombe Estates and Wycombe District
Council encouraged the propozed works for the
above reasgna).

-2 works actually installed at wvulnerable points on

“e perimeter of the woodlands are:-

500 TIMBER MOLLARDS: -3 LOCKED REMOVABLE

- 1 ROTICE BOARDS lzstzng unlawiul behavigur.

LS.

To Temain effective it would be necessary to inatall
more bollards if any further unlawful vehicular
inrosads are made in the future.

IR ADDITION TO THE ARQVE the Society has imatalled
by the Crickei Pitch, 2 BEICH SEATS: B BHIOADLEAF
TREES: and 8 ti=-vandal ) THEE CUARDS.
In view of the continuing van izm 1t was necessary
to protect the trees with £ft chain link fencing and
heavy timbera),

ORGANISATICHN METHOD: It was obvious that it was
economically impractical for Wycombe Coimcil to carc
out non=-atatutory works of this magnitude and copat
unlesa they increased the ratea for that purpose.

(If they inatalled the bollards at the commercial cost
for the 1/10th square mile of Booker Common, they
would be committed in principle to do the asme for
the reat of the 1295 sq miles of Mistriet prea).

The only realistic solution was a TOLUNTARY COMMIINITY
£rf0RT providing velunt labsur=valunt donations.,
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THE PUBLIC SAFETY & AMENITY WORKS (contd)

THE VENTURE was both SUCCESS - a3
witnessed by the improved condition of the northem and
eastem woodlands following the 1984 inatallationa.
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Special thanks ave due ta the Sncjiety membera who

served on the annually elected Committee during the
past 3 years and who carried the main burden. Also
fo the 45 Soclety Members who volunteered their
labour and who inastalled all the worka, Also to

the 200 Scciety Member Households who contributed to
the cost of the works by way of their ammual
subscriptions and extra donations,

It would be invidious to name my individuals in
particular because every job was crucial to the miccess
of the operation. (The machinery wouldn't have worked
without the tiniest cog wheel).

However, it is right and proper to mention some majer
contributors from among Official Bodies and Commercial
Enterprises and without whose support the wrk could

not otherwise have been done at all; .| these include:-

—Smith-Woolley (his Landagent) for their continuing

—Wycombe District Council - to both Elected Councillors

—Pucks County Council - for the grant for the Trees &

—Mr Archie Bell, Fammer of Chorley Farm for loan of

—Bocker Carden Centre for Timber and Sundries at

—Five Qaka Builders (Mr Brian Pearce) 'SBxilyn' Booker

—Mr J Harvey — Builder, 'Stamford’, Booker Commem. *far

— D P Stocks (Contractora), 118, Chorl

—NHorvis Industries-Northampton for reflectora at the

Sir Francis Dashwood, Bt. for pemmission to install
on his property: for a handsome donation: and for
insurarice cover, indefinitely, for the 2 Bench Seata,

lizison and geuidance.

and permanent Officers for their encouragement and
advice: their indefinite insuranee cover for the
Bollards: and cash grant towarda the cost of the
Eollards- Mote: This was not a charge on the rates
tat a grent from the 'Lottery Fund' which donates to
voluntary bodies, sporting & recreaticnal bedies ete,
(Why not buy a weekly 'lottery ticket' = 25p each for
inustant prizes? From NS5 Newsagents at Tumpike, or
Squirrel Lane Stores at 186 New Fpad).

inti=vandal Guards: 1

Tractors, Pile Driver, and Auger: Also for a
substantial contribution.ts protecting the environment,)

greatly discounted prices: Alsg a gift:
the improvement of the local environment.

gHver for

Common. Ienation of materials & heavy moving equipment |

free loan of.equipment and expert mupervision.
—Marks & Spencer Ple. a generous cash donation.
=L D Searle & Co Ltd, Sands. angther generous donation.
Boad for a
2 highly discounted rate, plus

specialised service at
d generpus donation,

best discount,
—uilson & Scott (Hiphways) [td-Surrey for mupply of
vhite reflective paint at prefential prices.

FEEA.HEE

1985 /6 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are now due

- Those who nave ready pai eir subs. will receiwve
receipt from Jon. Treasurer in a later Newsletter, T
others will be calléd ufidn in due course as time "
pemmits, to renew their membership.

- Membera are reminded that the Society has recagniti
by H.M. Charity Commission. 43 much it is entitled
reclaim tax rebate, So if a member signa a fom of
Covenant to pay £2 subscription a year for 4 years,
the Soclety is entitled to reclaim the Tax already
paid by the subscriber.

~This meana that if a subscriber pays L£B.00 over 4 ye
the Society recovera an additional £3.44 froon 2
Tax Inapector at mo extra coat 4o the doenor.

=Many have already adopted this method to the benefit
of the Society, but more importantly to the benefit
of the Environment - MWill vou please do the same?

gEﬂ;D—HMEB VIDED TADES TOR SALE. A member has kind:
offe e5e tapes provided all pmfits go to the
Society, The deal is:-
VHS~4 hour Tapes £4.00, or EBETA-3 hour tapea L3¢
(Momey back guarantee if retumed withia 2 weelks,
or altematively a replacement tape. We have tric

them out and they are good) pheme H.W. 25665,

S0CTAL EVENTS

The recent "MIDSIMMER DISCO' on 21 June 1985 was NOT
well supported. Social events require a tremer<aus
amount of organising.time by people who have n  the
time to waste. Also there is the constant danger of
making a losa.

The fquestion now iz whether Social Events are at all
appropriate to this Soclietyy (Or - whother other type
of Social Events are more likely to be adegquately
supported?

Members are invited to telephone Iynn Pearce (Social
Event Qrganiser) H.W. 34970 with their views and
ideas for the future,

THE T, ST : =5

i] The Bollarda etc: There ig a written Agreement
whereby the Landownér, Sir Francis Dashwood, Bt.
permits the installations but retaina absolute ower-
ship of the land. Wycombe District Council agreea to
accept their ownership and indemify: the Society
against claims arising. The Society agrees to inatall

the worka and subsequently act am jgent for the
Council in being responsible for the repalr and

maintenance.

ii) The 2 Bench Seatsa, Treea & inti-vandal Cuards
mm
agreea to their installation and take on their sub-
seyuent insurance cover. The Society undertakea

.to be responsible for installation and thersubsequent
sepair and maintenance. Apart from Planning Conamt

veombe Couneil is not involwed in this arrongement.
WILL BE AFPARENT FROM THE ABOVE THAT IT WAS MOST

"E-CONSMING FOR THE COMMITTEES OVER THE PAST 3

’ LOCAL WILD BIRDS

Iue to pressure on space in this Newsletter it was not
possible to include a short item on wild birds by Jean
Stevens, It will be printed in the next Newsletter,

The Society ia co-operating with Bucks County rounecil
Biclogy Mnit which conducts a continuous Survey af the
changing wildlife throughout the County. They ~ 3y
on infermation from Local Environmental Societie

Members are invited to help in this important
environmental work by noting the types and numbers
of wild birds seen in their gardena, Please phone

I for details to High Wycombe 446448 or 25665,



