BOOKER COMMON AND WOODS

DECEMBER 1987

PROTECTION SOCIETY *-eREEER Ho. 2l

(Registered Charity: No. 289871)

NG ST NE SV Yot
SPECI AL, GENERAT, MEETING
on

on Monday 11 January 1988 at Spm.

at. BOOKER MEMORTAL HALL
on Booker Common

NOH-MEMBERS (who are resident at
Bookexr & Sands) are also invited
-to consider FURTHER ACTION AGATNST
MOBILOTL'S proposed 200 acre
MOTORWAY SERVICE AREA at BOOKER.

PR EJROPESN PARTTIMERT designated 1987/8 "ENROPEAN

R OF THE ENVIEONNENT®. The parpose i3 to focus
attention on the meed for everybody to preserve what
remains of the natural environment and ecology for our
children, and grandchildren and beyond them,

FOBILOIL'S CONTERIEUTION to this high ideal is the
atten cestruction of 198 acres of the Designated
"irea of gutstanding Watural Beauty & Green Belt™ at)
BOOKER... {m & GB)

NOBODY NEED BE 0

by Multigational Juggemauts.
ney areNOT dnvineible, They have been atopped
before and can be stopped again.
Even giantsz have weak spots - and at times display
questionable judsement,
{For example, who would dream of siting an MS4,
full of people and petrol, across the flightpath
of a busy aerodrome?)

{ PACTORS TNFIOENCING MOEITOIL'S CHOICE OF BOOKER

iaclude »,.¥asy Service jcceas from north and southn.
This suggests & Short—ftemm capital cost saving at
the installation '"ta.ge - b;l.r reason of Booker's
tu_pcgra.ph}" &nd existing road layout.

CE then is between Mobileoil's short fexrm
‘CMIR ~ against a total ENVIRONMENTAL IOSS for all
time and which is witheut price.

EY ARE SIOPPARIE, but only if evexyone makes theix
objection heard loud and clear. mut if you =it
supine they'll drive over you.

TEE FIRSD SE‘EPT:Ls for every housachold to write to

The planning Qfficer, Wycombe Distriet Council,

queen Victoria Hoad, High Wycombe HPL1l 1BR.
Reference: W/BT/TT57: M.40 MSA at BOOEER.

It only reguires a short simple letter stating your
particular u'b;lectlona and in your owi words,
(Thoae who have already writien need not Go 3o 35&111}

OIME LIMIT. ¥obiloil's Public Notice gmve us only .
il December to object. Wycombe District Council
have now extended the time limit to 25 December 1987

So DOM'T WATT — WHITE NOW. Apart from the horrifying
Hivironmensal Loss, an M54 could also affect the
market wvalue of your owa DIOPeILY.

TEE NEXT STEF IS5 TO ATTEND THE MEETTHG on 11 January

3 to discuss the next stagea of the resistance
campalgn.
We hope then to be able to give you the date of the
Council's Planning Committee Meeting at which a
decision will be made. (The public are entitled to
listen to the debate from the Public Gallery - but
enly provided there is no interruption of proceedings)

MOTORWAY SERVICE AREA (conrrmruen)

WECCMEE COUNCIL have a good track record in preventing
intrusions into this local Green RBelt and .H}HE- S0

it is more likely than pot that the majority of ocur
Elected Councillors will vote against Mobiloil.

¢1lr Ted Collins-pooker Ward-has already writtem that
he i3 against the Msa at Booker. RFevertheless it will
be an encouragement if the Public Callery is well
attended when the decision is made,

IEM is EEFT -thmmj.ppezl to
he Ministex is almost inevitable, and followed by a

Publiec Inquiry.. We will conaider strategy for that

event at mxeetmg on January 11 1988,

THIS SOCIETY'S WEITTEN OBJECTION covered these mafn
m—-—ﬂ--_.'_'—-—-——u—.-__
1. IT IS DESTGNATED ACNB & GEEEN BYLT LAND. The site
of 158 acres would fill and choke the'lung of opesx
apace between Booker apd Lane End Woodlands,

It would also create a precedent for further ¢ © -
exploitation of the remaining AONB & GB by Developers
wio have already tried to home-in amd failed,

WM_LEHM&E* LoC 2eis |
miles of Map which ruas ﬂ:na

Kozt M5AS on M1l are spa:ced. at het\.-esm 22—30 mile
intervals, i.e. 20,/%0 minutes driving time.

Eeither is it essential to Jgcate them adiacent 1o
regidential areas. MSA® operate as self-contained
units, even down to their own in-tuilt sewage plant,
They ¢an, and do, operate effectively in isolation
and reasooably distant from residential areas.

T Eﬂﬂﬂm DETHIMENTAL TO EESLDENTS. Booker resid-
ential area is westward of the proposed site, and the
prevailing wind is from the west. Tt follows there
would be intolerable environmental nuisance both from
fomes and noise - day and night without respite.

4. PIBLIC FOOTPATHS Nos. 109 & 42 would be denied to
e public with no sensible ermative route available.
Theae two paths join with footpath Neo. 23 and provide

the countryside walk between Booker and Lane Ead
residential areas via Booker &£ Widdenton Park Wooda.

5% ADJACENT TO WYCOMBE ATR PARK. The proposed MSA is
sited acrosa tha flightpath of RBmway 035/017. The
potentially explosive petxol laden MSA would be only
yards away from the critical take—off point. There is
plentiful case history of airerashes through mechanical
failure and human pileot error.- The effect of an
overshoot doesm't bear thinkihg of, ILocal pecple

npeed no remiuding of air crashes at Pooker in the past.

NOTE: Write now to Plamming Officer if you haven't
M‘H—L_ y_done ap - Protect your interests.

DOGS

% E ARE NO BAD DOGS — only thoughtless dog-owners.
8 shows itself in the persistent fouling of the
"Hown' grassland area around the cricket pitch. This
is also a recreational area for childrer.

WY have given consideration to Home office
Circular 21/1987. (Revision of existing Dog Eyelaws).
They have invited interested hodiem to comsult in the
makineg of such Eyelawa.

Some local realdemts have prepesed that dogs be bammed
from using the 'Mown' Grassland frea by the Cricket -
Fitch. There can be no question of barming them from
the woodland areas wvhich form the greater part of the
Common. The Home Qffice Circular makes this absolutely
clear.



DOGS (Cnnfmum}

Sir Prancis Dashwood has beem approached and replied .
that ".,provided the bamming ia supported by the .
majority he would not stand in the way of the Societyn
AEPRESENTATION: IS any have constructive = ationna
“OT object— please woite by 51 Januaxy 1988 4o The
Society, cfo 6 Barbers wood Close, Booker.,. After

this date the Society will conmult with Wycombe Couneil.

RESTORATION & CONSERVATION WORKS

ONE OF THE ERTGHT SPOTS during a dre gumper was the
aplendid show of wildflowers at the eastenm entrance to
Booker Commen below Squirrel Lane. . \

Local reaidents reaped the benefit of the Restor-
a.tiq_m Wk carried cut by volmteer members of thias
Society. : j
The area had become rundown and derelict as a
ol years of neglect and robhiah dvmping. _
Befurn_it could be restored to its former attractive
state it was first necessary to conduct a drastic
clearance of rubbish (0 tonmes to Booker i and,
burn the ‘diseased trees and scxub : 2

This waa followed by planting bith trees and wild-
flower seed. 4t this stage the vestored area tobk on
the brown bare appearance of a ploughed field. To some
this came a3 a cultural shock, but most gardenera
could vimuallise the final effect in the following
Summer. Hature duly performed in ‘due season with a
with a colduriul flower show and different varieties
of grasses. '

Volunteera had also made—u rsistently muddy sections
of some footpaths. These proved of great value to
pedestrians during the continucus wet weather.

result

Qther comsezvation work caryied out during 1987 were:
-4 Timber Rollards installed along Lane End Zoad to
c e

2l (Total planted now- 610)

~wWildflower area harveated and the gromd cultivsted
to promote good growth next season.

-April Sprimg-clean. Voluntcera picked up rubbish

and conveyed it to Booker Tip. It was mostly -

cutajide the bollard screen, mnd less thon usual,

50 VOLUSTEERS carried out these improvements which I
benefit all. "Bai It Is noticable that the same people ||
turn out each time. pny others who can offer a 'i—da.y L
labour please phone H.W. 25665. : |
LABQUR IS PROVIDED FEEE but materials and machinery

hire are costly. For this thanks are due to members?
subs and extra donations. Fut a special thamks is

due to Bucks County Council and ASDA STORES whose
finsnelial supoort paid for the or

19686 RESTORATION & CONSERVATION

(PROPOSED)

. AE of WICOMBE (COUNCIL'S ACTIVITIES to Promohe the
"Errppean Year-ol the Environment™ is a acheme to
encourage local environmental improvements within the
125 square miles of Wycombe District.

Our members had previcusly drawn attention to the run
down and derelict appearance of PBooker Common arpund

its northem entrances at Fighwood Avenue and gfrundel
They requested that the ground be cleared, execept for
the sound trzees, and the area replanted with indigenous
trees and woodland wildflowers. (In fact a similar
regtoration programme as the one successfully coampleted
at the eastem entrance at Squirrel Iane.)

ATter securing Sir Franels Dashwod's permission, the
Society submitted a detailed plan and estimate to
Wreombe Council. They have granted the Society up to’
£2000 from their Puropean Fovironmental Fund. fmg
the conditions are; that the money will be used enly
for thia specific conservation project: and, financial
asaistance pald only on producticn of receipted
inveices.)

operation. (Tot

; Toia Sselety, ¢/o Qrchard House,
Booker, HP12 4EW.

1988 RESTORATION & ggusmfmmmﬁ(ﬁcmh

THE DEFTNED RESTORATIOR AREA is the triangle of land”,
Getween Higowood Avenue Car Park and pgrnundel Road

_entrances, and southward to the junction of Eridl
102 =nd Pootpath 984. (As SHADED AREA i SKETCH B
It iz proposed to include all the area from the .
of the Eighwood Avenue Car Park (shortly to be
conztructed by the Council) up tocthe bollards at the
edge of the woodland. Then southwards from the
westem edge of Bridleway 102 and a few yards across
Footpath 984.

Frior to the SQCIETY's INSTALLATION QF PROTECTIVE
BOLLARDS in 1584 this area was used as a rubble tip.
Thia resulted in swamping the natural ground flors,
and stunted and diseased trees,

Before any replanting is practicable it will ba
necessary to scrape off the rubbish and burn the serub
and diseased trees. Initially thiz will result in =2
browa ploughed field appearance.

However we propose planting out woodland wildflower
seed and different varieties of grasses, immediately
after the clearance operation in Feb/March 1588. fhis
snould ensure a green carpet for the summer months.

In Eational Tree Week in November 1988 we shall plant
out some 370 indigenous treea,

REFEESENTATICONS: If any have constrmuctive suggesti

=oT objections- pleasa wiite By 17 Jeouary 13

Barbers Wood

E35%)

&

WYCOMBE ATR PARK

MEMEERS ATLHEADY KEMOW that for the past year the
Society has campaigmed for an 'Inquiry' for the
murpose of applying sensible restrictions on flying
sctivity. This is necessary because of the very
substantial increase in flying activity in recent
Years. It had become both an enviroomental intrusion
and a public danger. Iuring the year there has beenmuch
correspondance and consultation.
" On 2 June 1987 wycombe Council formally recorded
that they were investigating with a view to bringing
about a solution. Eut it is a very complex problem
which will take time to solve.

LATEST POSITION is that Wycombe Coumsel are
taking "Coxumnsel's le Opinion' on Two aspectag—
(If favourable they c T o greater contml over
flying activiiy}

-Interpretations of the Ieases, granta of Flanning

permizsion, and landlord's comsent,
=rSpecification® of Booker Airpark under sectic 3
Civil Aviatiom Act 1982,

FPEESSURE on space does mot permit a full report o

all activity. Slbsequent Hewsletters will contain moxe
detail. But these can only be delivered to members
(paid-up) because of the high cost of printing.




