BOOKER COMMON AND WOODS -

PROTECTION SOCIETY
s =

HKQTICE

of

ANNUAL GENERAYT, HMEETTHG
on

Monday 22 May 1989 at Spm

at

Booker Memorial Hall

on Hooker Common
FEMEERS ARE UREGED TO MAKE A SPECTAL EFFORT TO

ATTEND.

QTHER RESTDENTS OF BOOKER & SANDS, who intend
to become members this year, gre zlso invited,
(Present anmual subscripiion is a mindimum of £2.00

per household).

There will be an update of:— :
~The Society's wide ranging activities in
protection of your loczl envirooment.
~Latest information on the proposed Motorway
Service Area at Booker.

pecial Fote: The Planning Inspectorate of Dept.

af Enviropment has decreed that v...Mobileil's
Appeal (against Wycombe Councilts refusal) s
in orderm.

Tnis means that 2 Pullic Inguiry is definit
ly on later this year

A NEW BEATTLE FOE BOOEKER EAS BECUN. It will
be a decizive battle; more crucizal than the
previous 14 atiempe to breach the Greenkelt
& AQONE because the Dept. of Transport has an
overriding interest in M54 sites. The cutcome
will provide a precedent for ithe future

gnother Special Note; The 15th application to
breach the Green Belt bhas occoured since the
last Fewsletier. PeThaps a loophole has been
seen. If so we mzst seal the hole. T they
were successiul the precedent created would
cpen the flocdgates to a sea of concrete.
green heritage which has stood for 1,000 yvegrs
will be lost for all time.

.ae Spciety stands firmly with Wycombe Council in
it= oppositior to an MSA at Bodlkor-or indeed any-
where else in thisl{f mile stretch of M40 rumning
through the Chilterns prez of putstanding Natural
Beauty.

We ask all members of Scciety to give their full

| AGENDA

1. APQIDCIES
MINUTES OF LAST AQ¥ {27 May 1958) by Hom Secy.
3« MATTERS ARISING

4. AWNUAL EFPQRTS by Chairman and Hon Treasurer
presenting 1986/9 pudited pccounts.

5. MEMBERS VOTE ANNUAL SUBSCEIPTION for 1985/%
QUESTIOF TIME QN THE ABOVE EEPOETS
PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE ACTIVITY

T WOTE OF THANES to cuitgoing committee

%. ELECTION OF CMMITTEE & OFFICERS for 1989/9%0
(Fule 4y Commitiee consists of: Chairmen; Hon .
Secy; Hon Tressurer; and seven active members
plus co—opiions as required)

1. ANY OTHER EUSINESS

MAY 1989
NEWSLETTER No.
YEW COMMITTEE for 1989/90

SUBSCEIEING MEMEFES are invited to offer themselves
for eleciion to Committee and the gffices for
year 1989/%.

Please phone nominations to Hw 25665 nmot later
14 may 198%9. New blecd ie always welcome and
replacemenis are regquired for retiring members.

Present candidates are:-

Mesdames: Rita Iuxton; [yn Pearce; Gayoor
Taffarelli; ¢laire wWylot.

Messrs: Paul Baker; Syd Codling; David Crowther;
Allan Tmgging Rodney Forrest; Tooy Fall; andrew
Morgan; Richard smith; Romald Walker; Victor West.

(Iz addition represeniatives from the two Booker
women's Institutes aitend as observers).

-
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YOUR HERITAGE
(Eistorical comtribution by pllan TRgsin
Beaidents of Pooker and Sande are most favoured of-

people in living next to green countryside which
has remained unspoiled for l:.ountleas generations.

Tt is not for noihing that the .'I.and. west and south
of the main tuilt-up area is designated both'Green.
Eelt'and an "prea of guistanding Fatural Beauty'.

Both are statutory designations enforcable in law.
yevertheless the Properiy Developers are forever -
seeling legzl loopholez to defeat the object and
despoil the area for the profit involved. The
value of the countryside is without price. Fut
they could succeed unless we are vigileni.

only 11% of all ithe land in Fogland and Wales is
designeted an 'prea of guistanding Watural Reauty!
We aTe privileged in haeving 1po%. PFuat it could

be lost unless it is cons‘tan'ty defended.
SIESCFT L=t

CONTINTITY

SEs s
Bat that is ;_ut agll. The "Natuire Conmervancy
Council record Booker Common as an 'ponciemt
wWoodland?,

This means that the =2ite has had continucus
woodland cover since at least 16p0 AD, and only
cleared for underwood or iimber production.

A woodland present in 1600 is likely to have
been in existance for cemiuries. (In 1600
Elizabeth I was (ueen-when the Spanish prmada was
dealt with).

Put pooker has even longer contimuous history-
aod it was the 'Householders' who made that
bistory by preserving the land from despoilation.

An early 13th Century Record (about the time of
Magna Carta-1215aD) reveals 'BOKAR' (Bouker} and
'BROOK' & "EROOK END'(Sands & Mill End) as
Tithings belonging to the Manor of west Wycombe.

rithinge came into being in ZSaxon times, and
long before the last successful invasion of Englant
by the Nommans in 1p66- from what is now known
as France.

4 Tithing comprised 1o Free 'Housebolders'
living near together and bound over as sureties
for each other's peaceable behavionr. i.e. fox

MUTUAL SELF PROTECTION.



EERITAGE& CONTIFNUITY (contd)

Toevitably it would have been the "Householdexs?
of the many Tithings beinging to the Mabor of
west wreombe who manned the twe gneient Eill
Forts in times of invasion. There was nobody
else to do it.

The earth banks surrounding the Pparish (urch
on West wWrcombe FEill and Dpesboroush Castle at
pastlefield are still visible to this day.

The Viking and Danish invasions of the 9th
centuxy penetrated no further scuih than the
Themes Yalley., 5o the local *Householders' must
have done well

Life never changes. MITUAL SELF FEJTEC
still the key to protectingoir life style and the
anenitlies. g

Todzy there are thousands more'Jouseholders' =o,
given the will to win, we too can sort out the
®obiloil Multi-gational.

The written Tecord is evidemce that these local
lands have remained green couniryside for at least.
1,000 years.

Tomesday Book (1086) the first census of Eogland
by William the Congueror puis the gquesiion beyomnd
all deoubt.

Tt records that 'STIGAND the SAXON' (why is mo Pub
nsmed after him?) held the Manor of west Wrcombe
in King Fiward the Confessor'e reign (1042-1p668).
Tooker Common and the proposed MS4 site Temainp an
integral part of the Manor of west Wycombe to this
day.

ATter the Nomman Conguest "WAKFIIN" Rishop of
winchester held 'WICOMBE' (Manor of West wWycombe)
for the purpose of suppliesfor the Monks of the
Ciurch of Winchesier.®

In effect it was business as usual for the .
'Bouseholders', They contimued with the same job
cultivating the land and producing the food for
themselves and the monks.

The principle change was in "Pop Management!
the upper ruling structure.

Meost historians emphasise the cootimities of
life following the example of the Conguercr woo
when becoming King of Eogland "promised to respect
and mainiain ancient cusioms©,

The Congueror i1s not most revered for his velve
glove style of management, but even he refrained
from devastating this bit of green countryaide.

His census further recorde that the™anor of
west Wyrccmbe held,....Woodlands and 1,000 pigs.™
The ftwo things went together. The pigs fed on the
fallen beech mast in the woodlands.

Clearly this ancient custor was mainteiped by
the Conqueror ats he promised, because it continued
down the cenpturies until recent years. Prioxr to
the 1965 Commons Fegistration Act'Common Eight of
Pammage'atiached to the property now koown as
woodside Cotitage, Booker Common.

The late beloved FPhoebe Webb who lived thexze
assured the writer that her Crandmother maintained
the family by supplying pork to local buichers.
when a child rhoebe Webb's job was to herd Grand-
ma's pige on Booker Common to feed on the beechmasi.

Tlus is seen contimity of custom from Xing
william lst of ®agland, through tieManor of west
Wyrcombe, to Phoebe Webb of Booker. Although it is
a2 specific aspect in a specific area, it illusiraie

A HEEITAGE IOST?

~  ™obiloil the pulti—National' would destroy
this 1,000 year old heritage with their Bg acres
of buildings and vehicle parks, smong the horrors
would be parking areas for 1,122 venicles.

But thait iz just for starters. They alsS0 Puwd
eXxpansion &reas for additional vehicles, but
modestly avoid specifying how many more.

Perhaps their 'Statement of gase' gives the clue
to the ultimate pumber of vehicles; i.ec ™. ¥d40-n.
following its improvement and extension and the
opening of the Chanmel Tunmel it will become one

of the wost important stirategic routes in the
country....it should be provided with services(MSa's)”

pould it be that their eventual plan is a
massive Transit Depot of Tehicles and Persommel
between the Continent and the ¥Yorth, and sited
among the Beech Trees of Booker?

Last time round in 1066 the Transit pepot from
the ontinent was on the Beach at Hastings.

The completed M40 will be approx 86 miles in
length most of which is through '"gndesignated!
land. TYet, perversely, they would site an MSA
within the'designated (nilterns prea of
putstanding Fatural Besmuty' which carries only
14 mile length of M40.

gince Mobiloil appear to lack the sepsibility
of'william {Jackbooi) the Conqueror', it is up
to us all in MOTUAL SELP-FREOTECTION to fight ithem.
off and preserve this green couniryside for
another 1,000 years, as did cux p:md.acessaz&:

1988/9 CONSERVATION WORK

contimuity of' pmenity' for owver 1,000 years.
THAT MEANS FIGHTING FORTIT.

|19? 9 §ew Road BookeT,

volunteers have recently cleared the remaining
rubble and scrub from the derelict arez near the

northeast eptrance to Booker Common woodlands (by

Arundel Road and Highwood i

This area hat now bemfggﬁr%gle, Testored and
replanted with 600 indigenous trees. This brings
the total pumber planted to 1,2pp trees. Im
addition the area has been seeded with indigencus
wildflowers and varieties of grasses.

gther areas restored in previous years have
been partially recultivated and re-seeded wit®
varieties of anmal wildflowers, This summe. ae
resultant Ted and purple of the poppy and corn-
cockle should contrast well with the yellow and

ite peremmial wildflowers planted in earlier
years.

It is particularly encouraging that the
society has successfully re-established wild-
flower species wiich had disappeared. 'Cowslipa!
for example are returning, living proof that they
are wiliflowers and not accidents happeming to
animals.

All are asked to give the wildflowers a
chance and mever to pick them, (In any case they
are now proiected by Siatute and it is an offence
to Pick ‘hhﬂn}-.
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THE FIGHTING FUND

nead more money io conduct this 1o drawn out

fight. rlease Help and donate to the"Fighting Tung”

1 gither —in direct .
Eigh Wycombe EP12 4BQ i™tg
1

ciety's No. 2 ACCOuni— i
the Soeny OR _Fhone High Wycombe 25665 and

your donation will e collected.
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